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PARTICIP 4NTsS 
Withthe Right Honourable William Earl 


s 


:'/of Bedfordin the draining of the great Level 


of the*Fens ſtated, in reference to a Bill de- 


pending in Parliament for ſettlement of the 
_ aid Draining, HS 


L d Y alin of Stivers made at Lywne, Anno Dow.1670. 

F x adn the 6* year of his late Majeſties Ralgn, The 

"Y Rig Honourable Francis late Earl of Bedford be- 

© came undertaker for Draining the ſaid' Great Le- 

vel within 6 years, and was to have 95000 Acres for his 
Recompence- fi 

Inthe ſame Law the Commiſſioners therein named be- 

hiv) ſajeſt toacceptof 12000 Actes, (partof the 

65) be conveyed from the ſaid Franck Earl of 


The 


EE 
The ſaid Earl took in ſeveral other perſons or Partici- 
pants and Adveatpzers with him in his underta- 
Law, 13. an, king , and together with them proſecuted the 


Peterborough 


12.Car. _ workzandinor about the year 1636:the Com- 
miſſoners iof Sewers then ſitting Peterborough a adged 
the 95000 Acres unto the ſaid Eatl and Participants. ' 
T hat the ſaid Francs Earl of Bedford made tendextgo his 
Majeſty of a Deed purporting @ conveyance thereof from 
the ſaid Earl to his Majeſty and Succeſſars; But his Maje- 
ſty was not pleafed ro accept thereof, ſo that there was ne- - 
ver any Conveyanceofit. oo oY oo 
Ia the year 1638, a Commiſſion of Sewers fate at Hunt- - 
Law a prune 96400 ,And VOPR Rguiry into the Earl of Bed- 
jngdon.14.caor. Fords draining,the Commiſſioners did declare 
| — That the ſaid great Level was -nat perfectly 
; drained, ns _ mee. ought to repoſleſs their - 
_ Lancs,.and (etop taota new draining whercin Ta | 
= Was dectared folt undertaker, and ky 344 | of iN 
=y County , and owners of feverals , enter upontheir Lands 
and pofeisrhemſclves as well of the x 2.@00 Acres,as af the 
refidue of the 93000 Acres _ —- 
The King begins the work as. ſoleundertaker ; and Ax- 
10 1639. givesit over again, In the year 1641, the ſaid 
Ezrl and Participants apply to the then Parliament,ang had 
their Caſe commirred, Io 1644. the Country then ig pal 
icſhof of their Land. pericioged, for the Earl of nalfords 
draining, andbereupon, 49d upon.the proſecution vf $e — 
ſaid Ear] and Participants, a prererided 'AR is obtained in 
the year 1649. whereby the 95000 Actes were decreed to 
Wilian Earl of Bedford, Son and Heiz of the faidt Francis, 
ang-P y Uglpangs Jeter recompence. for drapine. the ſad 
great Level, which they wereto effe&t and"b;ing roperte- | 
ion within 6. years, 'and enjoined then | 10.idxe it wigter | 
ground and fit for Tillage , hereas Gee "vnderta- 
7 : os king... 
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(3) 
yrs oe yn were _— ebhgedomate ir Snrtatier ground 


money to begin the ork”; "The eypto pbund- 
edrd'di fepet21 parcels of the: 'gtobs Acres, and 
_ Roni roo Acres of the (iid x 2000 Actes, and 
bwards comrad with the preſent ownets thereof for 
the'ſarne at 40s. -an Acre. The money amounting in the 
whole.to 20000 |. was paid intothe Treaſurer ofthe Com- 
paiy of Adventarces within font Moneths after the Con- 
mac, and al-aid out and expriidee Hite Stminer , as was 
arerd upon thefirft Gotitrat, in makifgBunks , Rivers 
Stuees;xfid: otherworlefor draining ofthe [rid great Leve), 
The" other" Adventurers raifl ing upon" the refidue of the 
95000. Acres no trioys chem” 25, 6d. at Acre for that 
FOE. -* 
.Thartbis- fur of toney chis adyincet give the firſt 
Hero this work; #ad wis (25 the faid-Adventurers then ac- 
knowledped) thefoindation of rheit Ttedit, whereby they 
raiſed furrher ſums of mbiey for the'fiitave irrying onthe 
ſaid underraling. - * 

- That over and/above che faid-0's _—_ Kore? "rhe [ny 
Owners have fince'that paid itt Taxevarnd Sells laid uporr 
the ſaid Loooo Acres, for draining #ndpreſerving'the ſeid 
Level, near 100001. more, and further disburfed many 
great ſums of money, in hafſakivg , ; defi, planting , 
building upon, and ortſcr ways imp ovitg the ſaid Lands, 

That by the Contract aforefaid the preſent Ownets' of 
the faid t0000 Acres became Adyentiirers'and Participants 
with the ſatd Earl; toall iritents'2h ns 'cquaTly with 
any others , whio wete before intereſfed in the fa1d rſs. 
king, and were 25 one Company and Common Body to 
mannage the whole, and to participate each with ortrer in 
Sin and lofs, according to their ſeyeral refpect: ve Tate- 
reſtsand proportions, 


For rai 0 


A 2 Tar 
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That a very conſiderable quantity of the roo0a Acres. is 
forfcired to his Majeſty by the attainder; of ſome of the 
perſons intereſſed therein. | 4 ore ey nt 

That the faid Agrentacers avg (pores a-Billto be-ten- 
dred to the Parliament for fetliag the ſaid work of draining, 
by the purport whereof the 20000 Acres.is to be diſpoſed 
from the preſent Owners thereof ,. as that which is thought 
neceſſary to be done for. the good of the whole work, © + 

That in the ſaid Bill no proviſion being made for ſatisfy-: 
ing thoſe Adventurers and Participants, who are Intereſſed 
inthe ſaid 10000. Acres, for the great furns of money they. 
have expended- as aforeſaid , 'in-and upon the- works: of 
draining 3: they repreſented the; Juſtice and Equity, of their 
Caſc upon the grounds aforeſaid to their Fellow Particiy 
pants and Owners of the Reſidue of the 95000 Acres at 
the general Meetings of the Company 3. and not being yil- 
ling tointerruptthe paſhng of the Bill,.an reference to the 


whole work, or to. thediſpoſing of the, 10000 Acresin ſuch 


manner as was propounded therein g- they demanded only, 
the re-imburſement of the 40s. an Acre, with ſuch other, 


ſums of money a$haye becn-fiace aſleſſed upon the xo900 


Acres, and paid by the ſaid Owners for draining and-con- 
ſerving the laid great Level z and hoped that their ſaid Fel- 
low- Adventurers and Participants .-would have complyed 
herewith as a moſt moderate propoſition, and below-that. 
which might have been infiſted upon, conſidering theimil-: 
carriage of all former undertakings,  and-inthat and-other 
reſpe&sthe vaſt hazard they ran in the disburitng-[o great a 
ſum of money inthe infancy of ,the work; with the-great 
benefic and advantage the whole. Company: reaped thereby. 

But the ſaid other Adventurers though they do and muſt 
confeſs the receipt of the aforeſaid ſums of money, and 


the cxpending thereof upon.thoſe works , whereby the. 


whole Level is drained and defended, andin reſpect where- 


of. 


? 


of they _ and demand theirrecompence, and the equi- 
rableneſs of this Caſcin the other points before mentioned, 
do notwithſtanding endeavour to put this burden \, that 
ought tolye upon the whole Company, upon ſome particu- 
larMembetrs thereof. _ . -- . 
The ſaid owners therefore are neceffitated to apply them- 
ſclves to-the Honourable Houſe of Commons, and to ap- 
pealtotheir Juſtice, humbly Praying, That before the pal- 
{ing of the (aid;Bill, to rake this their Caſe into Confidera- 
tions; whereinthey humbly conccive theſe things are moſt 
manifeſt. _ | : | VS s | | |; \ : '3{1C3-1 
.-..T. That the Earl and: other Participants have no better 
no: other Title, or pretence of: Title in Lawto the Reſidue 
of the 95 000. Acres, then they had to the 10500, Acres... 

' 2, Andas tothe Equitable Title. upon the account of rhe 
money extended by them in and abour the warks of -draia; 
ings the ſaid other Participants Owners of the ſaid 10000 
Acres, have thereinthe ſame Equity with: them, or rather 
greater, at leaſt inreſpe@of their hazard; having advanced 


- 49'S, an Acre at the firſt Entrance upon the works , when 


the other Adventurers disburſed but 2 $.'6 d;.an Acre for. 
their proportions, ©. 

3. Thatalltheſaid Adventurers, as well the: Owners of 
the 10000 Acres, as the ſaid Earl and other Participants, 
ſtanding thus upon the ſame Bottom, both in Law and E- 
quity , The Parliament who is now applyed to for the ſet- 
tlement of the whole, in Caſe they ſhall judge it fit to ſettle 
I0000 Acres in the manner propounded in the Bill, may ſet- 
tle any.other 10000 Acres 1n the poſſeſſion of any other of 
the Adventurers as well as this now in queſtion , There be- 
ing nothing in Law or Equity, nor indeed in Intereſt , why 
the one ſhould not b2 done as well as the others Andin 


_ caſethe Parliament ſhould be of opinion todo ſo, or to 


take part of this land , and part of the other 85000 Acres, 
0 


(6), 
tomake xpthe-ro000 Acres, thoſe Genthomerfrom/ whom 
ay proportions of Land-ſhould be taken, would think chain; 
ſelves hacdly Jeale wich (a3 they might) 'in:Caſe; his: loſs 
ſhould bewhwolly teit upowtheie particulars, andawor pat ups 
on the whole Company; There is the fame reaſou, and 
therefore Juſtice, incate the Parkiament ſhall cliink fir; that 
this individual 10000 be taken, that the burthen thereof be 
Ek the whole Company. 
. Thatthe King having the latereſt'of the perſons at- 
enimed, who were owners of a confiderable quamiry of the 
I0000 Acres, if this money be not reimburſed "His Majeſty 
will !oſe a very conſider&ble fum of money , which. Was 
disburſed upon the works of draining, bythole perſons, in 
reference totheir proportions m the 1 og00 Acres, the bene- 
fit whereof + # TPhaarnER to His Majtfty , | and not tothe 
Pads zona 2: 


That thavfore whichis duniblyamd Fw? upon chis 
Cafe is, That if the faid roogo > es " or any 
part of it be ſetlrd from the prejens overs, That 
effebual _ fiou may. be male ' is the ſan 
” for ther being reimburſed thenaancy pd and 
expended by __ 43 is before Ade _ 


(7) 


Theſe are the names of the Perſons who 
conveyed the 10660, Acres' to the 


preſent Owners,and were the cheif perſons 


who procured the pretended Ain 
1649, and managed the Works of 


Draining. 
William Earl of Bedford, Fohn Fountain, Serj. at Law: 
Edward Rufiel, Eiqz Wikiam Crane Egg © 
Richard Lord Gorges. - Sir Fohx Marſhamw, 
Sir Miles Sandys. Anthony Hamond Eq; 
Sir Edward Partridge, Robert Caſtle Biggs 
Themas Thynn Eſq; Fohn Carryl Eſqs 
Robert Henley Elq; Robert Wig ſtead. - 
Iſaack Fones Eſq; William Dodſon, 
Fohn Latch Eſq; Thomas Brows.”. 
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